The association between genetic composition and viral infection is described by avai lable to screen patients for the most co mmon mutation in this gene. We might expec t that in addition to using genetic engineer ing and vacc ines to prevent viral infections, otologis ts might eve ntually be able to treat and eliminate the offe nding viruses to prevent hearin g loss 01' restore hearing.
The late Sir Terrence Cawthorne, a prom inent surgeo n who had performed ma ny stapedec tomies, onee joked that he had had a sobering dre am that so meo ne had found a medical cure for otosc leros is. Th e observations of Niederm eyer and colleagues sugges t that Sir Terrence' s dream is about to become a realit y.
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